


Nurture and care of music





One of the scores we took out of the library last Thursday night was missing all the horn parts.  What it means is that, at an earlier point in the band’s history, some evil swine went away with the charts and never brought them back.  Hard to believe that anybody with such serious character flaws would be a French Horn player but there you have it.





You get the message, right?  Please take the music home if you wish.  However, if you can’t make the next rehearsal please make sure that your music does.  It happens every year – there is always a rehearsal where some player had nothing to play since the folder is ‘resting’ that week.  Can we make sure it doesn’t happen this year?  Muchas gracias.





Thirsty work





Rehearsal can be hard work and tension-inducing.  Therefore it behoves y’all to quench said thirst and relax before heading home to kick the cat.





From the start, Westwood band people have always enjoyed each other’s company (strange, but true) and have repaired to a licensed establishment after rehearsals.  So do remember, there’s always a crowd at 283 and you will be most welcome to join in.  It’s part of a good night out.  Westwood people are also blessed with understanding spouses.  If they don’t understand now, they will, they will.  Possibly.  Kitty won’t.








Meet & Greet Social





As is our wont, there will be a social to celebrate the start of the new season.  On October 8th, we’ll skip coffee break and finish rehearsal early.  Then we trip over to Jenny’s place at 200 Ridgedale Cres which is over the Charleswood bridge.  Of course, if you are Jenny then it’s not over the bridge, it’s this side of the bridge.  It’s Lincoln that is over the bridge.


“How do I get to Dublin?”


“Well now, if I was going to Dublin I wouldn’t start from here.”


Racist Irish joke, in case you were wondering.





Membership dues





Annual dues are now due.   Our new Treasurer, Lorne Barber, will be pleased to receive your cheque for $70.  Seventy bucks?  Golly gosh, is that all?  For the whole year?  Does it never go up?  That’s about a dollar an hour.  See, GM and Chrysler needed every cent of stimulation they could get so we did not bug Ottawa for bailout money.  If we had to, we could re-brand ourselves as the ‘Westwood Community Bank’ and get rescued by the ever-generous taxpayer  i.e. ourselves.  So what’s the point?





Peanutz





Please note that one of the conditions of our permit for Lincoln School is that no peanuts or peanut products are permitted on school property.  So if you want to make cookies for coffee break, leave out anything peanutty.  And in any case, your Editor doesn’t like nuts of any kind so he’s happy.





In the same vein, respect our band room.  Let’s leave the place tidy and don’t bring liquids to your playing station.  I know, I know, you are careful.  All I can tell you is that there is still a coffee stain on the carpet in the Westwood band room and it wasn’t made by the kids.





Playing out





If anything, we should play out more than we do.  Like everything else, gigs don’t organize themselves and it’s not that easy to find suitable locations at convenient times.





So here’s an invitation to everybody to think about potential locations for a gig.  Don’t be shy, approach your friendly gigmeisters (see over) and let us know what you have in mind.  You don’t have to organize the gig, throw out the idea and we’ll take it from there.














